Media report 18 Sept 2020
This weeks media reports will cover and answer great questions
veterans are still asking such as Frequently asked questions regarding
COVID-19 in Ottawa. Due to ongoing and evolving COVID-19 pandemic,
callers may experience increased wait times when calling the
Government of Canada Pension Center. Callers may also experience
dropped calls, as all telecommunication networks across Canada are
presently facing capacity challenges. and local Media Articles and An
illness or injury can have an impact on your ability to adjust to life after
service. We all need healthcare services. The Treatment benefits
program provides coverage for a variety of benefits and services to help
you get—and stay healthy.
Local News

COVID-19: Province limits gatherings to 10
indoors, 25 outdoors; hosts can be fined
minimum of $10,000
COVID-19: Province limits gatherings to 10 indoors, 25 outdoors; hosts can be fined
minimum of $10,000

Chapter 18 – Malignant Impairment
Content
Introduction
This chapter provides criteria for assessing permanent impairment from entitled
malignant conditions.
Ratings from tables within other applicable impairment chapters must be
considered in determining the appropriate rating for a malignant condition. The
applicable impairment chapter to be used is determined by the site of malignancy
(for example, lung cancer is rated using tables within the Malignant Chapter, as
well as tables within the Cardiorespiratory Chapter). Any applicable ratings are
compared and the highest selected.

Rating Tables
This chapter contains one “Loss of Function” table and one "Other Impairment"
table which may be used to rate impairment from entitled malignant conditions.
Table ratings from other impairment chapters also need to be considered as
described in "Steps to Determine the Malignant Impairment Assessment" on the
last page of this chapter. The applicable impairment chapter to be used is
dependent upon the site of malignancy.
In this chapter, when a disability is rated from both Table 18.1 - Loss of Function
– Malignant Conditions and Table 18.2 - Other Impairment – Life Expectancy –
Malignant Conditions, the ratings are compared and the highest selected.
The tables within this chapter are:
Rating Tables
Table

Loss of Function

Table
18.1

Loss of Function – Malignant
Conditions

Table
18.2

Other Impairment – Life
Expectancy – Malignant
Conditions

Other Impairment
This table is used to rate impairment from
loss of function due to malignant
conditions.
This table is used to rate impairment with
regard to predicted survival estimates.

Loss of Function – Malignant Conditions
Table 18.1 is used to rate impairment from entitled malignant conditions. One
rating may be selected for each entitled condition. If more than one rating is
applicable for an entitled condition, the ratings are compared and the highest
selected.
For the purposes of Table 18.1, “symptoms” encompass the symptoms (including
pain) of both the malignant condition itself and the symptoms of the effects of its
treatment.
If non-entitled conditions or conditions rated within another chapter/table of the
Table of Disabilities are contributing to the overall impairment, then the Partially
Contributing Table (PCT) must be applied to arrive at the rating which is due to
the entitled condition(s) rated within this chapter.
Other Impairment – Life Expectancy – Malignant Conditions
Table 18.2 is used to rate impairment from entitled malignant conditions with
regard to life expectancy and prognosis. Only one rating may be selected for each
entitled condition.
Whenever possible, the rating from Table 18.2 is to be based on a survival
estimate from an oncologist or other treating physician. If such an estimate is
unavailable, supporting evidence from a recognized standard medical reference is
to be applied to provide an estimate. Estimates are to be based on malignancies

of the same type and degree of spread as that in the specific case being rated.
The estimate or predicted life expectancy used in Table 18.2 is projected from the
time of diagnosis, or from the time of any major staging procedure or operation.
Once a Table 18.2 rating has been established it is not to be changed unless
subsequent findings indicate that an earlier prognosis was based on incorrect
clinical information.
The rating is not to be modified posthumously to reflect the actual duration for
which the Member/Veteran/Client survived after diagnosis or staging. The life
expectancy estimate can be based only on predicted probability of survival, not
actual survival time.
A Table 18.2 rating is not to be updated to account for the natural progression of
the condition. As the disease progresses, it is expected that ratings from Table
18.1 will exceed ratings from Table 18.2.
A rating from Table 18.2 may not be reduced because of favourable response to
treatment or because of better than anticipated survival.
If the condition is being rated for the first time more than five years after
diagnosis and the condition is in remission or may be cured, the malignant
impairment rating is nil.
Table 18.1 – Loss of Function – Malignant Conditions
Only one rating may be given for each entitled condition from Table 18.1. If more
than one rating is applicable for an entitled condition, the ratings are compared
and the highest selected.
Each bullet (•) represents one criterion. In order for a rating to be established for
Table 18.1, all criteria designated at that rating level must be met.
Rating
Nil
One
Nine

Eighteen

Forty-three
Sixty-three

Table 18.1 – Loss of Function – Malignant Conditions
Criteria
• Asymptomatic.
• Asymptomatic but requiring ongoing monitoring and/or therapy.
• Mild to moderate symptoms that are irritating or unpleasant but
rarely prevent completion of any activity. Symptoms may cause
loss of efficiency in a few activities.
• More severe symptoms that are distressing and regularly
prevent the completion of some everyday activities. Physically
strenuous activity (e.g. carrying laundry, shovelling walk,
mowing the lawn) is prevented but the person remains
ambulatory and able to carry out light tasks at home or office.
Self-care is unaffected and independence is maintained.
• Symptoms are severe and prevent the completion of many
everyday activities. Requires daily personal assistance with selfcare.
• Symptoms are severe and cause major restriction in most

Eighty-one

everyday activities. Capacity for self-care is increasingly
restricted, leading to partial dependence on others. Confined to
bed or chair at least part of waking hours.
• Symptoms are severe with most to all everyday activities
prevented. Dependent on others for all self-care. May require
institutional care or may be maintained at home with frequent
requirement for medical care. Totally confined to bed or chair.

Table 18.2 – Other Impairment – Life Expectancy – Malignant Conditions
Only one rating may be given for each entitled condition from Table 18.2.
Each bullet (•) represents one criterion. In order for a rating to be established for
Table 18.2, all criteria designated at that rating level must be met.
Table 18.2 – Other Impairment – Life Expectancy – Malignant Conditions
Predicted Life Expectancy at Time of Diagnosis or Staging
Rating
Procedure
Nil
• Normal, or near-normal, five-year survival.
Four
• Predicted five-year survival less than 95%.
Nine
• Predicted five-year survival less than 75%.
Eighteen
• Predicted five-year survival less than 50%.
Forty-three
• Predicted five-year survival less than 25%.
Sixty-three
• Predicted one-year survival less than 50%.
Eighty-one
• Predicted one-year survival less than 25%.
Steps to Determine Malignant Assessment
•Step 1: Determine the rating from Table 18.1 (Loss of Function –
Malignant Conditions).
•Step 2: Does the Partially Contributing Table apply? If yes, apply to the
rating at Step 1.
•Step 3: Determine the rating from Table 18.2 (Other Impairment – Life
Expectancy – Malignant Conditions).
•Step 4: Compare the ratings at Step 2 and Step 3 and select the highest.
•Step 5: Determine the rating(s) from the relevant impairment table(s)
using the appropriate Table of Disabilities chapter.
•Step 6: Does the Partially Contributing Table apply? If yes, apply to the
rating at Step 5.
•Step 7: Compare the ratings at Step 4 and Step 6 and select the highest.
•Step 8: Determine the Quality of Life rating.
•Step 9: Add the ratings at Step 7 and Step 8.
•Step 10: If partial entitlement exists, apply to the rating at Step 9.
This is the Disability Assessment

Policy
Vietnam
1.Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC) accepts that Veterans who served in Vietnam
between January 9, 1962 and May 7, 1975 were exposed to Agent Orange.
2.For disability benefit claims related to service in Vietnam, the applicant must
have an illness that VAC accepts as being associated with exposure to Agent
Orange (see paragraph 6 below).

VAC recognizes the following illnesses/medical conditions as being associated with
exposure to Agent Orange and other herbicides for disability benefit purposes:
a.Acute and Subacute Transient Peripheral Neuropathy
b.AL amyloidosis
c.B cell leukemias
d.Chloracne
e.Chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL)
f.Diabetes Mellitus (Type 2)
g.Hodgkin's Disease
h.Ischemic Heart Disease
i.Multiple Myeloma
j.Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma
k.Parkinson’s Disease
l.Porphyria Cutanea Tarda
m.Prostate Cancer
n.Respiratory Cancers – includes cancers of the lung, larynx, trachea and
bronchus; and/or

Government Publications at http://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/home.html for
something else – this appears as a link on the home page: Financial Security
Among Veterans in Canada:
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2020/acc-vac/V3-2-13-2019-eng.pdf

IN THE NEWS
Clearing the Way: Combat Engineers in Kandahar now available for free on Vimeo
Canadian military to continue testing for possible water contamination near
Edmonton base
New base commander ushered in at CFB Borden
Des militaires rentrent au pays à Bagotville
Canadian Rangers resume regular training and recruiting in Northern Ontario
Canadian military asks troops to use government’s COVID Alert app
Les militaires canadiens encouragés à utiliser « Alerte COVID »
'Ghost Army' in WWII used inflatable tanks to fool the Nazis and win the war
The map is never neutral
81e anniversaire du début de la bataille de l’Atlantique

